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successfully reintegrate military 

service members back into com-

munities when their service to 

the country has ended.  This 

process of reintegration can 

often be overwhelming.  Safe, 

decent and affordable housing is 

the basic starting point of this 

reintegration, in the ñHousing 

Firstò model.  This development 

will ensure that those Veterans 

and disabled with special needs 

will be able to live and thrive in 

an independent environment and 

be as self-sufficient as possible. 

Case workers from the VA and 

other support agencies will be 

fully engaged in coordinating 

resident needs with services, as 

well as promoting recreational, 

educational, and job-training 

activities, as well as integrating 

the residents in their community. 

It is with high hopes that SHA 

looks forward to the possibility 

of being awarded the funding to 

provide for this development. 

Award announcement will be 

published in mid-summer or 

early fall 2011. 

SHA AND NRP GROUP  APPLY FOR HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT GRANT FOR VETERANS HOUSING  

Maintenance Charges Booklet Available for Pick Up by Residents 

SHA along with Co-Developer, 

the NRP Group LCC have 

applied to NYS HCR for the 

2011 round of Federal Low 

Income Housing Tax Credits 

and Housing Trust Funds to 

develop new housing for Veter-

ans and the disabled.  This new 

construction will include 48 

affordable apartments, and 

common space for program-

ming and services, all within a 

single three-story building.  

The project is named Trans-

figuration Place, and will be 

located at 125-131 Vann Street 

on property which will be ac-

quired from the Transfiguration 

Church on Teall Ave. pending 

the awarding of the funds. 

The new building will include 

one and two bedroom units for 

individuals who have income 

between 40% and 60% of area 

median income. The project 

will have 28 one bedroom units 

and 20 two bedroom units with 

ample storage and amenities 

that will appeal to veterans.  

Apartments will meet visit 

ability standards, will be adapt-

able for disabled accessibility 

and functionality.  Tenants will 

pay for gas heating, hot water, 

and cooking and other electri-

cal needs themselves. 

The community space of the 

building will house an expan-

sive community room with a 

kitchenette, a computer lab, 

management offices, and laun-

dry rooms.  The exterior of the 

building will provide covered 

porches, a patio area, accessi-

ble parking, and monitoring 

through a closed circuit secu-

rity system. 

Plans are to give priority to 

Veterans who will also be part 

of a specialized service plan 

implemented by the VA Re-

gional Medical Center.  These 

services will serve the unique 

needs of this population of 

Veterans. 

One of the challenges facing 

Syracuse and other communi-

ties across the US is how to 

lems) or abuse of the apartment or 

your surrounding grounds.  You were 

notified in your recent rent statements 

that you should pick up a copy of this 

booklet at your Property Management 

Office.  You will be asked to sign in 

to verify that you have received the 

booklet.  Please read it carefully so 

that you will understand the costs in-

volved if you damage your apartment 

or if we find damages after you have 

moved out. 

The updated version of the SHA Mainte-

nance Charges list is available for you to 

pick up at your Property Management Of-

fice.  This booklet is a descriptive list of 

commonly reported repairs and the 

cost to repair or replace damaged 

items in your apartment.  This docu-

ment is an addendum to the SHA Ten-

ant Handbook and references Section 

5, Subsection J. Damages and Repairs 

on page 17-19.  Please note that you 

will NOT BE CHARGED  for nor-

mal wear and tear on any item.  

These charges will be added to your 

rent bill ONLY if damages are caused 

by tenant neglect (not reporting prob-
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Tobacco Free Onondaga Countyð Community Outreach 

NEW MEMBERS ON THE SHA BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

children at retail stores. Become more 

aware of tobacco product placement your-

self so we can advocate for change in the 

future. 

Tobacco Free Onondaga County and the 

Syracuse Housing Authority Life Program 

are working to protect children in our com-

munity. For more information on the Point 

of Sale initiative and continued efforts to 

reduce exposure to secondhand smoke 

where you live, work and play, contact 

Tobacco Free Onondaga County at 435-

3280 or visit 

www.TobaccoFreeOnondaga.org. Syra-

cuse Housing Authority Life Program - 

Amparo Colon 470-4253 Ken Boyd 470-

4254.  

Every day, children are exposed to a tremen-

dous amount of tobacco marketing in grocery 

stores, convenience stores, and pharmacies. 

Recent research continues to demonstrate the 

link between tobacco industry point of sale 

marketing and youth smoking initiation. In an 

effort to protect children, Tobacco Free 

Onondaga County (TFOC) is focusing its 

community education efforts on the benefits 

of not exposing youth to tobacco product 

displays. Parents as well as all adults need 

to be more aware of what children are see-

ing when they are at retail stores that sell 

tobacco products. This Point of Sale initia-

tive is an effort on the part of TFOC to 

eliminate tobacco marketing targeted at 

children. 

As part of the Point of Sale education cam-

paign, your support of our education efforts 

is needed by becoming more aware of what 

children are seeing when they are at retail 

stores that sell tobacco products. ñCheck 

Outò whatôs in store for our kids? As you 

stand at the check out or customer service 

counter, ñcheck outò how tobacco products 

are being displayed. It is our goal to have 

tobacco products completely out of sight of 

Ms. Gladys Smith is the 

Family Resident Represen-

tative and Ms. Anna La-

Montagne is the Elderly 

Resident Representative on 

the SHA Board of Commis-

sioners and will serve until 

June 2012. 

Two new members have been 

appointed the SHA Board of 

Commissioners by Mayor 

Stephanie Miner.   

Mr. Bruce Connor was ap-

pointed to replace Mr. Lindsey 

Fair.  He was sworn in to serve 

on the Board by the City Clerks 

office in April of 2010. 

Ms. Maria Revelles was re-

cently appointed to the Board 

replacing Mr. Charles Vinal.  

She was sworn in to the Board 

in November of 2010.  

 Ms. Gladys Smith and Ms. 

Anna LaMontagne were also re-

elected by Citywide residents to 

serve on the Board of Commis-

sioners and 

 were officially sworn in by the 

City Clerks Office at the Board 

 

 meeting held in  January, 2011.  

Letter from Executive Director:  make payments and keep up 

with your responsibilities, but I 

remind you to make sure you 

pay your rent within the first 5 

days of every month.  It will 

help us all get through these 

tough times.  

Spring is about to bloom and I 

hope brighter and sunnier days 

are coming our way!  Enjoy the 

Spring time weather, everyone 

deserves it after the harsh win-

ter we all lived through this 

year.  William J. Simmons, Director 

Dear SHA Resident: 

As you may have been hear-

ing on the news, the federal 

government and Congress are 

cutting funds in order to try 

to balance the budget for 

2011 and 2012.  They have a 

long way to go yet, and at 

this point in time, we do not 

know how it will actually 

effect the Syracuse Housing 

Authority and the operating 

funds we receive from HUD.  

I donôt expect it to be good 

though, and as we move into the 

next two years,  I am sure we 

will see a reduction of HUD op-

erating subsidies we normally 

get to help us maintain, power 

and heat the buildings you live in 

today.  We do not depend solely 

on the rents you pay, in fact, the 

largest amount we get to cover 

all the costs is from HUD and 

the federal government.  I know 

it is hard in todayôs economy to 
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Ms. Maria Revelles 

Mr. Bruce Connor 

Ms. Gladys Smith, Family Rep 

Ms. Anna LaMontagne. Elderly Rep 

Mr. William Simmons, 

Executive Director 

http://www.TobaccoFreeOnondaga.org


HISTORY CORNER: JAMES GEDDES HIGH AND LOW RISE 

HOUSING:  
1810.  He surveyed and de-

signed many of the streets you 

travel on today namely Hiawa-

tha Boulevard, North Salina, 

LeMoyne and Park Streets.  

The town of Geddes and N/S 

Geddes Street were also named 

after him.   

He was later elected and served 

as a judge in the NYS Common 

Pleas Court and was elected to 

the 18th Congress starting in 

1818 for two terms as a Feder-

alist on Onondaga Count.  In 

1821 New Yorkers elected him 

to the US Congress.   

James Geddes Housing Devel-

opment has undergone renova-

tions and was modernized in 

1988 through to the 1990ôs. 

There are new plans to install 

new furnaces and hot water 

tanks in all the row houses in 

the very near future.  It has 

survived 50+ years and hope-

fully will continue to provide 

low income housing for resi-

dents of Syracuse for many 

years to come. 

The US Federal Housing Act of 

1949 amended the original 

1937 Housing Act.  It revived 

the federally aided public hous-

ing program and provided for 

separate slum clearance and 

redevelopment programs.  It 

shifted the emphasis to the 

need to clear slums and to as-

sist those who were living in 

substandard housing. At that 

time the west side of Syracuse 

was filled with vacant and di-

lapidated structures that were 

hazardous and abandoned.  In 

1951 SHA applied for funding 

to clear  blocks of substandard 

housing and to build the first 

phase of the James Geddes 

housing development.  Con-

struction began in 1952 and the 

first phase consisted of two 

senior citizen high rises (312 

and 338 Gifford ) and 33 row 

house family buildings.  They  

were fully occupied by 1955.  

The second phase consisted of 

2 more senior high rises (418 

Fabius & 427 Tully) and 6 

additional row house buildings 

and that phase was completed 

in 1961 and fully occupied by 

1962.   

Subsequent legislation namely 

the Housing Act of 1956 au-

thorized local Housing Au-

thorities to initiate special 

housing projects for the elderly.  

It changed  the definition of 

what ña low-income familyò 

was to include single elderly 

persons over 62 years old.  

Before that time, elderly per-

sons were not eligible for pub-

lic housing.  James Geddes 

Housing filled both needs, the 

one and two bedroom apart-

ments for the elderly in the 

high rises, and the larger family 

units in the row houses.   

This housing development was 

named after a prominent figure 

in the development and history 

of Syracuse.  Mr. James Ged-

des was at the forefront of de-

velopment of the Salt Industry 

around Onondaga Lake in the 

1790ôs.  He was an engineer 

and land surveyor; he was in-

strumental in the planning of 

the Erie Canal through NYS in 

James Geddes Family Units 
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James Geddes Elderly High Rises 

 Once again, there will be a FREE Central New York Football 

Academy Camp that will be hosted by local NFL Football Players, Mr. 

Mike Hart, Mr. Jo-Lonn Dunbar and Tyron Branch.  It will be held again at 

Sunnycrest Park in Syracuse on SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2011.  The time 

will be announced. 

 Last yearôs inaugural camp was attended by close to 300 kids from 

Central NY  ages 9 through 12.  The kids received many free gifts, a 

healthy snack and a lifetime of memories.  The  kids were given the oppor-

tunity to train and learn about football from 9 NFL players last year.  Be-

sides the three hosts from Central New York mentioned above, other NFL greats that attended the camp 

were Lamar Woodley and Ryan Mundy from the Pittsburgh Steelers, Will Smith and Adrian Arrington 

from the New Orleans Saints, Darius Butler of the New England Patriots and CNY Native Will Allen from 

the Miami Dolphins.   

 If your child is interested in attending this camp on June 25th, you must call Ken Boyd, Life Pro-

gram Coordinator, at the Syracuse Housing Authority (315) 470-4254 to register your child (ages 9 to 12).  

Transportation to and from this event will be provided by SHA. 

CNY FOOTBALL ACADEMY CAMP REGISTRATION:  


